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CONFEDERATE TANYARD OF DONIE

Egbert Beal was born in Mississippl on September
4y, 1836. He came from Mississippi to Texas in the late
1850's, Beal's reason for coming to Texas was that his
brother had been killed at Goliad. For his brother's
services  in the army, Beal received a league of land in
Bell Counﬁy. While there he met and married a half-
Indian éggl from the reservation at Keechi, After his
marriage he traded his land in Bell County for some Span-
ish horses. Although it was good land, he did not want
it because it was open and did not have any trees with
which he could build fences. That is why he bought some
wooded hand at 01d Zion near Donie. Although it is not
known how much land was bought, it was a large sum,

‘After he settled, he began to operate a freight
line from Houston and Galveston to Freestone County. On
this freight line he carried food supplies and board
planks with which ﬁe built the first plank house in Olia
Donie.” The round trip rrom Houston and Galveston to
Freestone County took three months.

Shortly Before the Civil war, kgoert Beal opened
a vanning snop. While ne rought.in tne war, the shop

was operated Dy nis wWil'e ana slaves, OubL 1L WaS CiuScd
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down very soon after tne ena of the war.
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Egbert Beal had twelve children while living at
Donie, but only three survived to become adults. The
others died at an early age or were killed during the
War, His three surviving children were Tom, Joe, and

Molly.

1 Interview---Marvin Beal---May 7, 1965

Egbert Beal is buried in the 0ld Zion Cemetery.
One of his sons, John Beal, was kllled while fighting
in the Civil War along with his father,

The tanyard was located on a branch, which was
named Tanyard Branch after the tanyard. Cow hides
were tanned there and then they were made into shoes
for Confederate soldiers. A large working party oper-
ated the tanyard because it was very large. At this
time tanyards were very scarce and this was the only
one in this part of Texas.

Mr, J. L. R, Whitaker's father, Robert, came back:
with Egbert Beal after the Civil War was over to operate
the tanyard, but it soon closed down.

The tanyard was located near the 0ld Zion Church
and Cemetery. The 0ld Zion School consolidated with the

Donie Independent School in 1927.
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Joe Beal, a great-nephew of Egbert Beal, now

lives in Coleman, Texas,

2 Interview---J. L. R, Whitaker---April 30, 1965

The tanyard, which was on Tanyard Branch, went
out of operation after the Civil War. The vats were
made of hewn logs which were fitted together at the ends.
Vats were four feet deep, but rose above the ground.
These vats were still intact fifty or sixty years after
the tanyard closed. Cattle hides were put into the
vats, which contained water and the bark off trees. The

bark acted as a preserving agent on the hides.

3 Interview---Jim Fulton---April 30, 1965

The old tanyard which was operated during the
Civil War made shoes for the army. Egbert Beal lived
in the house near the tanyard until he moved to the
Beal farm. The tanyard was operated until shortly after
the Civil War and closed sometime between 1865 and 1870.

Beal lived in Donie until his death on April 17, 1907.

 Interview---Ray Hall and Paul Pierce---April 30, 1965
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The tanyard was located five miles east of Donie
near the 01d Buffalo-Donie road, It is one mile north
of Mr, George Collins' house, where Mr, Paul Pierce now
lives, and three-fourths of a mile north of the 0ld
Buffalo-Donie road.

Today nothing is left of Egbert Beal's house
except a pile of rocks which was formerly the chimney.
Impressions of the vats are still visible in the ground.
There were six small vats that were eight by ten feet
in size and one large one which was ten by twenty feet.
There are many large sweet gum trees around the vats
and the undergrowth is very heavy. It is said that
until 1900, there was no undergrowth there. Water was
very handy to the house and tanyard for a small stream
ran between them. If the ground were dug up around
the impressions, it is probable that portions of the

vats would be found.
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Location of Tanyard
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Vat of Tanyard
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Rocks of Chimney
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Vats of Tanyard
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